
What our current system costs over the next decade:   Over the next ten years, national health 
expenditures are projected to total approximately $52 trillion if we keep our current dysfunctional 
system.  

How much we will save:  According to the February 15, 2020 Yale study and others, Medicare for 
All (also known as Single-Payer) will save approximately $5 trillion over that same time period. 

$52 trillion - $5 trillion = $47 trillion total additional revenues that will be required. 

How we pay for it:  Current federal, state and local government spending over the next ten years is 
projected to total about $30 trillion and that money will be utilized to fund Single-Payer. 

The revenue options Bernie has proposed total $17.5 Trillion 

$30 trillion  + $17.5 trillion = $47.5 Trillion total  

Sources:  
https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Statistics-Trends-and-Reports/NationalH
ealthExpendData/NationalHealthAccountsProjected 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)33019-3/fulltext#%20 

Since 2016, Bernie has proposed a menu of financing options that would more than pay for the 
Medicare for All legislation he has introduced according to the Yale study.   These options include: 

● Creating a 4 percent income-based premium paid by employees, exempting the first $29,000 
in income for a family of four. (Revenue raised: About $4 trillion over 10 
years.) 
 

● Imposing a 7.5 percent income-based premium paid by employers, exempting the first $1 
million in payroll to protect small businesses. (Revenue raised: Over $5.2 trillion over 10 
years.)  
 

● Eliminating health tax expenditures, which would no longer be needed under Medicare for All. 
  (Revenue raised: About $3 trillion over 10 years.) 

● Raising the top marginal income tax rate to 52% on income over $10 million.
[Revenue raised:  About $700 billion over 10 

years.] 

● Replacing the cap on the state and local tax deduction with an overall dollar cap of $50,000 for 
a married couple on all itemized deductions.   (Revenue raised: About $400 billion over 10 
years.) 
 

● Taxing capital gains at the same rates as income from wages and cracking down on gaming 
through derivatives, like-kind exchanges, and the zero tax rate on capital gains passed on 
through bequests. (Revenue raised: About $2.5 trillion over 10 
years.) 
 

https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Statistics-Trends-and-Reports/NationalHealthExpendData/NationalHealthAccountsProjected
https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Statistics-Trends-and-Reports/NationalHealthExpendData/NationalHealthAccountsProjected
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)33019-3/fulltext#%20


● Enacting the For the 99.8% Act, which returns the estate tax exemption to the 2009 level of 
$3.5 million, closes egregious loopholes, and increases rates progressively including by adding 
a top tax rate of 77% on estate values in excess of $1 billion.  (Revenue raised: $336 billion 
over 10 years.] 
 

● Enacting corporate tax reform including restoring the top federal corporate income tax rate to 
35 percent. (Revenue raised: $3 trillion over 10 years 
which  

                                  will raise enough money to fund the  $2 trillion for Green 
New Deal) 

https://www.sanders.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/sanders-introduces-estate-tax-reform-to-combat-inequality

